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Flood caused
'saucer'reeds

to die
BRISBANE, Wednesday.- The reedsin

northernQueensland's"flyingsaucer nests"
died of naturalcauses,accordingto the
QueenslandUniversity's botany department.

The readerin botany,Dr.
R. P.

Langdon,
saidtonight

a seriesof
examinations

by
the

department
had shown

that the reedsappeared to
have died from submersion

in swampwater.

"It appearsthesereeds
werein a low lyingsection

which had been flooded
duringthe recentrains,"he
said.

"This immersion caused
the reedsto die.

'The examinations re-
vealedno evidence of para-
sitic infestation, nor any
evidenceof burning."

Dr Langdonsaidthe find-

ings couldnot be conclu-

sive becausemore informa-

tion wouldbe required for
answer,"he added.

The reeds were examined

aftera reportby a Tully

farmerthat he saw a
mysterious objecttake off
froma swampin the Tully

area last Thursday.

Threeof the "nests"were
foundin the district.


